1159.2001-000 



-21- 



CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



A' 



A method of rendering a biological specimen suitable for histological staining 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) dispensing onto a biological specimen an oxidizer; and 

(b) dispensing onto the biological specimen a source of hydrogen ions, 
thereby combining the oxjaizer with hydrogen ions, wherein the combination of 
oxidizer and hydrogen/fons contacts the biological specimen and renders the 
specimen suitable far subsequent staining. 



10 2. 




The method of Claim 1 wherein the histological staining is performed by an 
automated histological staining instrument. 

The method of Claim l\vherein the histological staining detects or characterizes 
microorganisms. 



4. The method of Claim 1 wherein the histological staining process includes a 
1 5 Grocott's modification of Gomori's methenamine silver method. 

5. The method of Claim 1 wherein the source of hydrogen ions is selected from the 
group consisting of perchloric ac\d, perbromic acid and nitric acid. 



6^ Themethod of_Claim 5-wherein the\source ofhydrogen ions is perchloric acid. 



7. 



The method of Claim 1 wherein the oxidizer is a source of chromate ions. 
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hn^j^ 13. The method of Claim 12 wherein the^urce of hydrogen ions is perchloric acid. 



14. The method of Claim 1 0 wherein the source of chromate ions is selected from 
the group consisting of sodium chromate and potassium chromate. 



15. 



< SuJ- 16. 
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10 



The method of Claim 10 wherein the chromate ions and hydrogen ions form 
chromic acid in contact with the biological specimen. 

A method of rendering a biological specimen suitable for staining in an 
automated histological staj/fing process comprising the steps of: 

(a) combining a source of chromate ions and a source of hydrogen ions; and 

(b) contacting the combination of (a) with the biological specimen, thereby 
renderingytne biological specimen suitable for staining. 



17. The method of Claim 16 wherein the chromate ions and hydrogen ions form 
chromic acid. 





